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Using the Mobile Hawk with Hands-Free Stand in    
Continuous Read and Motion Detect Modes

Purpose
This document describes how to set Continuous Read    
Mode and Motion Detect Mode for hands-free operation. 
These modes are helpful when using the Mobile Hawk in the 
hands-free stand. 

In Continuous Read Mode, trigger input options are disabled, the 
read cycle is constant, and the reader will attempt to decode and 
transmit every capture. In Motion Detect Mode, the reader is 
self-triggered when it detects motion in the field of view.

After configuring optimal settings, you must scan the Save 
Settings configuration symbol on page 3 of this guide. While in 
Continuous Read Mode, a watchdog timer may be triggered 
that could reset the reader, erasing any unsaved settings.

Important: Firmware version 13 or later must be installed for 
Continuous Read and Motion Detect Modes to function correctly.

Continuous Read Mode
Scan the following configuration symbols to enable and disable 
Continuous Read Mode. 

Note: After enabling Continuous Read Mode you may experience difficulty communicating with the 
Mobile Hawk via ESP. It is recommended that Continuous Read Mode be disabled while using ESP.

Adjust Read Duration (Button Stay-Down Time)
Because of the Mobile Hawk’s unique illumination cycle, before setting Continuous Read Mode you must 
set Read Duration to 2 seconds for default Mobile Hawk settings. This value may need to be adjusted 
depending on the number of illumination sequences selected. The default while using Continuous Read 
Mode is 2 seconds. If the default illumination mode is being used, no further adjustment is needed. If you 
select a number of illumination sequence steps fewer than 4, then use a smaller value. If you select a 
number of illumination sequence steps greater than 4, then use a larger value.

Technical Note

Enable Continuous 
Read Mode

Disable Continuous 
Read Mode

Read Duration = 5 Seconds

Read Duration = 0.5 Seconds Read Duration = 1 Second

Read Duration = 2 Seconds
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Adjust Duplicate Scan Delay
Scan the following symbols to set the delay time for reading duplicate symbols.

Adjust Continuous Scan Trigger Delay
Scan the following symbols to set the delay time between scans.

Duplicate Scan Delay = 0 Seconds (Default)

Duplicate Scan Delay = 1 Second

Duplicate Scan Delay = 2 Seconds

Continuous Scan Trigger Delay = 0 Seconds (Default)

Continuous Scan Trigger Delay = 1 Second

Continuous Scan Trigger Delay = 3 Seconds
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Motion Detect Mode
Scan the Enable Motion Detect Mode symbol to configure the reader to attempt a decode when it detects 
motion in its field of view. Scan the Disable Motion Detect Mode symbol to turn Motion Detect Mode off. 

Save Settings
Scan the following symbol to save current reader settings.

Enable Motion 
Detect Mode

Disable Motion 
Detect Mode

Save Settings
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